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The informal settlements at the southeastern end of the town are where the majority of the town’s activity and energy are
currently situated. These settlements are emergent in nature, and while they are not located in the optimal region of the town on a
macro scale, they are more vibrant than the rest of the town’s homogenous grid and meeting their own needs on a micro scale.

Through the strategic insertion of nodes and infrastructure within the town we will provide a network
that will act as a catalyst for an emergent urban condition that will give the inhabitants of Puerto Gaboto
the tools to create a vibrant, sustainable community.
With the recent establishment of a national park just across the river and the recent uncovering of the original fort, Puerto Gaboto
has the opportunity to become a key location on the river once again. However, currently the town does not have the infrastructure
to support a huge influx of tourism. What the town does have is an advantageous location and a growing population within informal
settlements. A network of strategic catalysts will provide an impetus for the spontaneous emergence of new life within the town.
Placement of the nodes along the network and their relationship to each other are critical to help foster a sustainable, vibrant
community. By directing flows of people, energy and resources through the network; new opportunities for commercial and social
development emerge. Due to the reliance upon the community to fill in the gaps, the nodes and the infrastructure must be carefully
planned and the initial infusion of capital is critical to the success of the plan.
The plan includes the insertion of five new critical nodes and an infrastructure to support them. There are three nodes that are
primarily concerned with tourism and culture, which would include a bus station, an open market, and an interpretation center
and archive for the ongoing archaeological activities. These nodes, together, would provide an influx of tourism and capital into the
currently dying town. They would be located on the edges of the town and the infrastructure between them would provide a level
of separation between tourism and residents. This is done to retain the integrity of the small town and enable those residents some
respite from the new influx of people. The movement of people, energy and capital between these three nodes would encourage the
emergence of new commercial enterprises along the infrastructure to help support the tourism. The other two nodes would include
a technical school and a recreation center. Due to the nature of the path of the infrastructure for tourism, the town would effectively
be split in two. The school and recreation center would be located at the center of each side, respectively. This is done to give the
community that services the tourism path some anchor to build around. The school also provides the opportunity to provide education
in a number of fields that would give the residents tools to benefit from tourism. Fields of study could include construction, business
management, and a culinary school.
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